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the Governor's, when he was last at Newport. Such examples 
are pernicious. If a delegate of the Congress, who associated, 
under the ties of honor, virtue, and love of his country, not 
to use that poisonous plant after the 1st of March, doth 
drink it, what will not others do? This imprudent conduct, 
to say no worse of it, gives me great concern. Let others do 
as they may : let us, my good friend, preserve a consistency 
of character ; let us act uniformly, and for our country. If 
we fail, we shall have the approbation of our consciences; 
if we succeed, we shall have the approbation of our country. 
'Tis not in mortals to command success : but we can do 
more ; we can deserve it. 

I am yours affectionately, 

William Elleby. 

Make the best apology to Tom Green you can for my not 
writing him. You have seen a court. 

Mr. Washburn communicated a personal narrative of 
the experience and sufferings of Solomon Parsons, a 
soldier in the battle of- Monmouth. 

Mr. Webb communicated a paper relating to the time 
and place of the introduction of gas into the United 
States. 



NOVEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day (Thursday), the 10th of November, at the rooms 
of the Society, in Tremont Street, at twelve o'clock, noon; 
the Hon. David Sears, one of the Vice-Presidents, in 
the chair. 

In the absence of the Librarian, the Eecording Secre- 
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tary announced donations from the Trustees of the 
N.H. Asylum for the Insane ; the Trustees of the New- 
York State Library ; the Trustees of the National Por- 
trait Gallery, London, Eng. ; the American Philosophical 
Society ; the Chicago Historical Society ; the Tennessee 
Historical Society ; the New-England Historic-Genea- 
logical Society ; Harvard College ; Henry Clark, Esq. ; 
F. D. Huntington, D.D. ; James Lenox, Esq. ; Usher 
Parsons, M.D. ; William F. Poole, Esq. ; B. P. Robin- 
son, Esq. ; William B. Shedd, Esq. ; and from Messrs. 
Appleton, Longfellow, Motley, Palmer, Parker, Rob- 
bins, Sears, Sibley, Sparks, and Washburn, of the So- 
ciety. 

The Corresponding Secretary read a letter from 
Frederic W. Thayer, Esq., in relation to a lecture about 
to be delivered, by Rembrandt Peale, on Washington 
and his Portraits. Voted to refer the subject to the 
Standing Committee. 

George Sumner, Esq., and Rev. Charles Mason, 
D.D., were elected Resident Members of the Society. 

Mr. Washburn presented, on behalf of Dr. Charles 
Lowell, a collection of manuscript letters and papers. 
Whereupon it was Voted, That the Corresponding 
Secretary be directed to communicate to Dr. Lowell the 
thanks of the Society for the several valuable donations 
of pamphlets and manuscripts recently made by him 
to its archives. 

Mr. Ames presented a printed circular, addressed to 
the " Gentlemen Selectmen of Stoughtonham " by the 
selectmen of Boston, dated Sept. 14, 1768; inviting 
them, together with the selectmen of the several towns 
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in the Province, to join in a convention at Boston to 
concert such measures as his Majesty's service and the 
peace and safety of his subjects in the Province might 
require, in view of the grievances under which the 
people labor. 

The circular is as follows ; viz. : — 

Boston, Sept. 14, 1768. 
Gentlemen, — You are already too well acquainted with 
the melancholy and very alarming circumstances to which 
this Province, as well as America in general, is now reduced. 
Taxes, equally detrimental to the commercial interests of the 
parent country and her Colonies, are imposed upon the people, 
without their consent, — taxes designed for the civil govern- 
ment in the Colonies, in a manner clearly unconstitutional, 
and contrary to that in which, till of late, government has 
been supported by the free gift of the people in the American 
Assemblies or Parliaments ; as also for the maintenance of 
a large standing army, not for the defence of the newly 
acquired territories, but for the old Colonies, and in a time of 
peace. The decent, humble, and truly loyal applications and 
petitions from the representatives of this Province, for the 
redress of these heavy and very threatening grievances, have 
hitherto been ineffectual ; being assured from authentic in- 
telligence that they have not yet reached the royal ear. 
The only effect of transmitting these applications, hitherto 
perceivable, has been a mandate, from one of his majesty's 
Secretaries of State to the Governor of this Province, to 
dissolve the General Assembly, merely because the late 
House of Representatives refused to rescind a resolution 
of a former House ; which implied nothing more than a 
right in the American subjects to unite in humble and duti- 
ful petitions to their gracious sovereign, when they found 
themselves aggrieved. This is a right naturally inherent 

49 
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in every man, and expressly recognized at the glorious 
Bevolution as the birthright of an Englishman. 

This dissolution, you are sensible, has taken place. The 
Governor has publicly and repeatedly declared that he can- 
not call another Assembly : and the Secretary of State for 
the American Department, in one of his letters communicated 
to the late House, has been pleased to say, that " proper care 
will be taken for the support of the dignity of government ; " 
the meaning of which is too plain to be misunderstood. 

The concern and perplexity into which these things have 
thrown the people have been greatly aggravated by a late 
declaration of his Excellency Governor Bernard, that one or 
more regiments may soon be expected in this Province. 

The design of these troops is, in every one's apprehension, 
nothing short of enforcing by military power the execution of 
Acts of Parliament; in the forming of which, the Colonies 
have not, and cannot have, any constitutional influence. This 
is one of the greatest distresses to which a free people can 
be reduced. 

The town which we have the honor to serve have taken 
these things, at their late meeting, into their most serious 
consideration ; and, as there is in the minds of many a pre- 
vailing apprehension of an approaching war with France, 
they have passed the several votes which we transmit to 
you, desiring that they may be immediately laid before the 
town, whose prudentials are in your care, at a legal meeting, 
for their candid and particular attention. 

Deprived of the councils of a General Assembly in this 
dark and difficult season, the loyal people of this Province 
will, we are persuaded, immediately perceive the propriety 
and utility of the proposed Committee of Convention: and 
the sound and wholesome advice that may be expected from 
a number of gentlemen chosen by themselves, and in whom 
they may repose the greatest confidence, must tend to the 
real service of our gracious sovereign, and the welfare of his 
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subjects in this Province ; and may happily prevent any 
sudden and unconnected measures, which, in their present 
anxiety, and even agony of mind, they may be in danger of 
falling into. 

As it is of importance that the Convention should meet as 
soon as may be, so early a day as the 22d of this inst. Septem- 
ber has been proposed for that purpose ; and it is hoped the 
remotest towns will by that time, or as soon as conveniently 
may be, return their respective Committees. 

Not doubting but that you are equally concerned with us 
and our fellow-citizens for the preservation of our invaluable 
rights and for the general happiness of our country, and 
that you are disposed with equal ardor to exert yourselves in 
every constitutional way for so glorious a purpose, 

We are, gentlemen, with the greatest esteem, your obe- 
dient, humble servants, 

Joseph Jackson, 

John Ruddock, 

John Hancock, 

John Rowe, 

Sam. Pemberton, 

N.B. — The other two selectmen are out of the Province. 
To the Gentlemen Selectmen of Stoughtonham. 

In explanation of the circumstances under which the 
circular was prepared, Mr. Ames remarked, in substance, 
as follows : — 

On June 30, 1768, Governor Bernard prorogued the General 
Court, or Assembly of the Province, to Aug. 3 then next ; 
and by his proclamation, issued July 1, 1768, he dissolved 
the General Court ; and there was no session of the General 
Court from June 30, 1768, until the last Wednesday of May, 
1769. 

Great complaint was made throughout the Province be- 
cause they were " deprived of the councils of a General 



Selectmen of Boston. 



388 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Nov. 

Assembly in this dark and difficult season ; " and on Sept. 12, 
1768, the inhabitants of Boston, in town-meeting, "Resolved, 
That as the people labor under many grievances, and as the 
Governor had declared himself unable, at the request of the 
town, to call a General Court (which is the Assembly of 
the States of the Province for the redress of such griev- 
ances), the town will make choice of a suitable number of 
persons to act for them as a Committee in Convention, with 
such as may be sent to join them from the several towns in 
the Province, in order that such measures might be concerted 
and advised as his majesty's service, and the peace and safety 
of his subjects in the Province, might require." 

" The representatives of Boston in the last General Court 
— Samuel Adams, John Hancock, James Otis, and Thomas 
Cushing — were chosen the committee or delegates for the 
Convention; and the selectmen, by the vote at the town- 
meeting, were required to send a circular letter to the select- 
men of the several towns in the Province, inviting them to 
join, and proposing the twenty-second day of September, 1768, 
for the day of the meeting of the Convention at Boston." 
This Convention met at Paneuil Hall, Sept. 22, 1768 ; and 
continued in session until the 29th, when they broke up. 

Governor Hutchinson, in volume three of his History, page 
205, says, " It must be allowed by all, that the proceedings of 
this meeting had a greater tendency towards a revolution in 
government than any preceding measures in any of the Colo- 
nies. The inhabitants of one town alone took upon them to 
convene an assembly from all the towns, that, in every thing 
but in name, would be a House of Representatives ; which, 
by the charter, the Governor had the sole authority of con- 
vening." 

On page 206, the same writer remarks, " It was a bold 
attempt. A great part of the people of the Province re- 
ceived the account of it with concern, lest it should bring 
on the resentment of the kingdom, and the Province should 



1859.] MB. AMES'S EXPLANATION. 389 

be considered as in a state of rebellion. That it was a high 
offence, was generally agreed. Some would make the act of 
the selectmen of Boston to be treason ; and pains were taken 
to obtain and preserve some of the original letters signed by 
them. It was agreed, that the proceedings of the Conven- 
tion might aggravate the legal guilt of the promoters of it. 
About ninety towns, however, chose their committees. In 
many of them, those persons who had been representatives 
were willing to be excused on this occasion." 

It will be observed that this circular letter was addressed, 
on the outside, "To the Gentlemen Selectmen of" (in print) 
" Stoughtonham " (in writing) ; and on the inside, in the same 
words, all in writing. 

Stoughtonham was not then a town entitled to send a 
representative to the General Court, but a district taken from 
the territory of the town of Stoughton, and incorporated by 
an Act of the General Court, passed June 20, 1765. Stough- 
tonham then consisted of the territory, now the towns, of 
Sharon and Foxborough ; and had all the powers, privileges, 
and immunities of towns, " excepting only the privilege of 
sending a representative to the General Assembly ; " but 
having liberty from time to time to join with the town of 
Stoughton in the choice of a representative, who might be 
chosen indifferently from said town or district. 

This leads to the inquiry, how the several districts created 
in the Province from the beginning of the year 1754 to June, 
1774, became towns. It is commonly supposed that districts 
were first made towns by the ninth section of the Act passed 
March 23, 1786, entitled " An Act for regulating Towns and 
setting forth their Power, and for the Choice of Town-officers," 
<fec. But this is a mistake ; for the first General Court of 
the Revolution, which met at Watertown, July 19, 1775, 
by the third section of an Act entitled " An Act declaratory 
of the Right of certain Towns and Districts in the Colony of 
the Massachusetts Bay, in New England, to elect and depute 
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a Representative," &c, — which passed the House to be en- 
grossed, and was sent up to the Council, Aug. 17, 1775 ; and 
which became a law on or before Aug. 24, 1775, — enacted 
and declared, that every district "shall henceforth be, and 
shall be, holden, taken, and intended to be, a town to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever." 

Accordingly, it will be seen, on opening the records of all 
such towns as were districts before, that after that time, and 
at the next meeting of the General Court in May, 1777, they, 
for the first time, sent their representatives to the General 
Court as towns; having duly elected them, independently of 
the towns to which they had been before attached for choos- 
ing a representative. The address (in writing) inside, so far 
as relates to the name of the town, and the address outside, 
of this circular letter, are in a handwriting different from that 
of either of the selectmen subscribers ; and were probably 
written by a clerk, to whom the selectmen handed over the 
same for direction. The name of Stoughtonham was changed 
to Sharon by an Act passed Feb. 25, 1783. 

It will be noted that the first Provincial Congress, on the 
day of dissolving, — Dec. 9, 1774, — recommended to the 
several towns and districts to elect members to represent 
them at the next Provincial Congress, to be held Feb. 1, 
1775 ; which they, both towns and districts, did. 

Mr. Robbins, at the request of Dr. Blagden, who was 
absent, presented to the Society the correspondence of 
the Hon. Peter Parker and the Hon. Robert McLane, 
commissioners in China, with the Department of State 
of the United States, from the 26th of October, 1853, to 
the 7th of August, 1857, — a donation from Hon. Peter 
Parker, through the hands of Dr. Blagden. Whereupon 
it was Voted, That the thanks of the Society be pre- 
sented to the Hon. Peter Parker for his acceptable gift. 
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Mr. Saltonstall presented to the Society, on behalf 
of Samuel T. Snow, Esq., of Boston, a copperplate 
engraving of the Declaration of Independence, by an 
unknown artist ; together with the copperplate itself. 
Mr. Saltonstall stated that these plates were left by^a 
party of play-actors, many years ago, with an inn- 
keeper, in payment of their board ; who, after keeping 
them for twenty years, brought them to Boston. Voted, 
That the thanks of the Society be presented to Samuel 
T. Snow, Esq., for his valuable donation. 
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DECEMBER MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day (Thursday), the 8th day of December, at twelve 
o'clock, noon, at the rooms of the Society, Tremont 
Street, Boston; Hon. David Sears, one of the Vice- 
Presidents, in the chair. 

In the absence of the Librarian, the Recording Secre- 
tary announced donations from the Indiana Historical 
Society; New-England Female Medical College; Brown 
University ; the Trustees of the Public Library of Bos- 
ton ; Henry C. Van Schaack, Esq. ; J. Smith Homans, 
Esq. ; Rev. E. M. Stone ; Hon. Peter Parker ; Rev. W. 
B. Sprague, D.D. ; Rev. George Mooar ; Rev. Caleb D. 
Bradlee ; Thomas Lee, Esq. ; Samuel A. Green, M.D. ; 
F. L. O. Roehrig, Esq. ; Hon. Thomas B. Florence ; B. 
P. Johnson, Esq. ; R. A. Guild, Esq. ; and from Messrs. 



